Key to species of the Acmaeodera tubulus (Fabricius)-species group*
1.
Form narrow; anterior margin of prosternum straight, not retracted at sides; prosternum, metasternum and lateral portions of abdominal sterna clothed with white plumose setae; southeastern Arizona
sabinae Knull
1'.
Form broad to narrow; anterior margin of prosternum slightly to distinctly retracted at sides; pubescence of ventral surface varied but never clothed with plumose setae
2

2 (1').
Form broad, each elytron with a single wide longitudinal vitta extending from just back of base to apex; adults not frequenting flowers, but rather alighting on ground; southern Texas
starrae Knull
2'.
Form broad to narrow, elytral markings variable but never consisting of a single wide longitudinal vitta extending from back of base to apex; adults usually encountered frequenting flowers
3

3 (2').
Dorsal surface distinctly flattened, densely clothed with long stiff dark suberect hair-like setae; pronotum coarsely contiguously punctate; elytral intervals subrugose, slightly irregular; southeastern Arizona
carlota Fall
3'
Dorsal surface not distinctly flattened, sparsely to densely clothed with shorter light semirecumbent hair-like or flattened setae; pronotum not contiguously punctate; elytral intervals regular, not subrugose
4
4 (3').
Rather large (5.7–7.6 mm in length); clypeus broadly, shallowly emarginate, male with ungual tooth of tarsal claw acute, nearly as long as outer tooth; southern and western Texas to southeastern Arizona
conoidea Fall

4'.
Smaller (usually 6.0 mm or less in length); clypeus narrowly, deeply emarginate, male with ungual tooth of tarsal claw blunt or truncate, about half as long as outer tooth
5
5 (4').
More shining; strial punctures in middle of elytra near suture shallow, narrowly elongate, not as wide as adjacent intervals; elytral markings usually consisting of small, scattered spots, sometimes transversely confluent, rarely forming longitudinal vittae; male tarsal claw with ungual tooth truncate at apex
6
5'.
Less shining; strial punctures in middle of elytra near suture deeper, broadly oval, as wide as or wider than adjacent intervals; elytral markings consisting of more or less distinct longitudinal vittae or irregularly confluent spots that often form basal C-shaped markings, sometimes broken in the middle; male tarsal claw with ungual tooth blunt at apex, not distinctly truncate
8
6 (5).
Form more narrowly cylindrical; strial punctures in mediosutural area of elytra very narrow, separated laterally by much more than their width; front of head convex; southern Texas to México
neoneglecta Fisher

6'.
Form broader, less convex; strial punctures in mediosutural area of elytra wider, separated laterally by about or slightly more than their width; front of head with shallow but distinct concave impression
7
7 (6').
Pronotum evenly punctate; elytra distinctly expanded behind middle, posteriolateral margin coarsely serrulate; last sternum more punctate; eastern North America to eastern Texas and north to eastern Nebraska
tubulus (Fabricius)

7'
Pronotum with median area sparsely punctate, subglabrous; elytra scarcely expanded behind middle, posteriolateral margin finely serrulate; last sternum less punctate; southern Texas
thoracata Knull
8 (5').
Strial punctures of elytra rather deep, markings usually coalescing longitudinally to form a distinct zig-zag pattern; second lateral elytral interval strongly convex and protruding in apical half; southeastern Arizona
parkeri Cazier
8'
Strial punctures of elytra not as deep, markings variable but not forming a distinct zig-zag pattern; second lateral elytral interval only slightly convex and scarcely protruding in apical half
9
9 (8').
Form somewhat broad; pronotum finely densely punctate; dorsal surface rather densely clothed with short light semirecumbent hair-like setae; southern Missouri and Kansas to central and western Texas.
neglecta Fall
9'
Form narrower; pronotum weakly to distinctly granulate; dorsal surface more or less densely clothed with more or less distinctly flattened setae
10
10 (9').
Form very narrow; elytra scarcely widened behind middle, distinctly narrower than widest part of pronotum, markings consisting of a more or less intact narrow longitudinal discal vitta and small lateral markings behind umbone and at middle; pronotal disc distinctly granulate; pubescence shorter, sparser, elytral setae weakly flattened; southeastern Arizona
ligulata Cazier
10'
Form less narrow; elytra distinctly widened behind middle, scarcely narrower than widest part of pronotum, markings more variable, often longitudinally confluent, but rarely forming a single narrow longitudinal vitta; pronotal disc weakly granulate; pubescence longer, denser, elytral hairs distinctly flattened; southern Texas
opuntiae Knull

